
NACSA serves the needs of the full range of chartering
authorities across the country, whose work is vital to
enhancing educational opportunities for students and
serving the needs of parents, educators and community
leaders for greater educational accountability of our public
schools.  Often with the support of private and federal
grants, NACSA offers numerous programs aimed at
strengthening authorizer practices, including:

Annual Conference — featuring nationally-recognized
keynote and plenary speakers and a choice of more than 25
highly interactive and practice-oriented workshops
developed by and for charter authorizers that focus on issues
of topical importance to all who are dedicated to advancing
charter schools.

Intensive Seminars for Charter School Authorizers —
providing in-depth workshops, through the support of the
Broad Foundation, to address key authorizer issues using case
studies, critical analyses of sample documents, decision-making
simulations and related experience-based learning.

Building Excellence in Charter School Authorizing  —
leveraging grant support from the U.S. Department of
Education’s Charter School Program to: Phase I — guide
authorizers through an examination of critical design issues,
complete with illustrations and case studies, for developing a
comprehensive charter school authorizing program. 
Phase II — establish principles of effective authorizer
practice, apply lessons learned to No Child Left Behind
implementation and its special challenge of converting
‘restructuring’ schools to quality charter schools, and
develop a management training institute for authorizers.

Educational Service Provider Clearinghouse — providing a
one-stop data bank, updated through the support of the
Annie E. Casey Foundation, about Educational Service
Providers that serve charter schools nationwide.

Special Education Initiative — offering special education-
related resources and technical assistance tailored to the
needs of charter school authorizers working in diverse
contexts and developed in consultation with the National
Association of State Directors of Special Education.

Applying for Excellence: Fostering High-Quality Charter
Schools in California — working with experienced
California authorizers, through the support of the Pisces
Foundation, to develop application-related tools and
training resources, including an Application Packet Self-
Evaluation Tool, that a range of California authorizers can
use to develop clear expectations with petitioners at the first
crucial steps of the chartering process.

Direct Technical Assistance to Authorizers — offering
customized consultation, training, and on-site assessment for
individual authorizers seeking specialized assistance. Current
work includes consultative work with the board and staff of
the Memphis City Schools during the start-up phase of their
charter school office.

Charter School Accountability Collaborations — working
with national research organizations, such as the Thomas B.
Fordham Institute, and state-based resource centers, such as
the Florida Accountability Center and the Ohio Sponsor
Institute, to establish and promote effective authorizing
practices and to develop, refine and assess state-specific
approaches to charter school accountability and oversight. 

NACSA is focused on building a body of authorizer
knowledge and effective practice. Join your colleagues by
becoming a member of NACSA and take advantage of …

• Opportunities for a national leadership role in developing
quality public schools;

• Resource mailings and regular briefings on developments
of interest to authorizers;

• Discounted registration for NACSA’s Annual Conference
and all seminars;

• Access to peer resources and participation in online
discussion groups and queries;

• Referrals to technical assistance, consultants and other
resources; and

• Participation in advisory committees to guide and inform
our major initiatives.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORIZERS

The National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA) is a nonprofit membership organization of educational
agencies across the country that authorize and oversee charter schools. Our mission is to promote the establishment and
operation of quality charter schools through responsible oversight in the public interest.
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Critical Design Issues for Charter School Authorizers  — Check out this valuable resource, made
possible through the federally-funded Building Excellence project. This publication highlights a
core set of activities and practical choice options for developing a comprehensive charter school
authorizing program.  Each authorizing program component is examined through a series of
planning questions accompanied by illustrations, case studies and sample resources that document
the methods employed by experienced authorizers.  Order your copy today (for the cost of
shipping) or download it for free.

NACSA Notes — Click through the current edition and archival stacks of our periodic
newsletter.  Each issue is designed to provide coverage of 2-3 highly topical issues with links
to relevant supplemental resources.

Quick e-Queries — Have a question?  Your colleagues have the answer, and are eager to
share their knowledge and experience.  Responses average around 20 per query within a
24-hour turnaround.  NACSA will post your question and answers so you never have
to be alone in your thoughts again.

Online Library of Charter School Authorizer Resources — Browse this easily searchable resource, offering an online
compendium of authorizer-developed policies, protocols and tools for all areas and phases of chartering practice.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR NACSA’S 2004 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

OCTOBER 25-26, 2004 AT THE WYNDHAM AT FRANKLIN PLAZA IN PHILADELPHIA, PA.
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