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Dateline:  June 4, 2004
We bring you important updates from the National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA).  Please read on. 

Browse our web site (www.charterauthorizers.org) for additional information.

Principles and Standards for Quality Charter School Authorizing.  As reported in today’s issue of Education Daily and the May 26 edition of Education Week, the NACSA membership has officially ratified the Principles and Standards for Quality Charter School Authorizing.  This is the culmination of years of research and study into authorizer approaches as well as months of deliberations over the form and substance of the document itself.  Both articles present a good summary of the Principles and Standards as well as the operating philosophy behind the membership’s action: "the best way to encourage widespread adoption of quality practices [is] to set out a marker and encourage authorizers to freely and voluntarily associate themselves with this approach,"
You can view the Principles and Standards text online, and this document will be available in published form at the National Charter School Conference (June 16-18). 
No Child Left Behind Survey of Authorizers – Last Call.  NACSA has also been conducting an important online research survey about charter schools and the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act.  We encourage widespread authorizer participation in this survey to help us identify how NCLB is influencing authorizer practices in holding charter schools accountable for performance. This information will support NACSA’s efforts to provide authorizers with guidance on effective implementation of NCLB.  For survey log-in information, please consult the invitation that you would have received directly from Zoomerang on May 19, or contact us and we will forward the hyperlink.
Authorizer Issue Brief on Facilities Financing.  Watch your mailboxes for the second of a series of Issue Briefs to be published by NACSA throughout the year.  You can also download this newest edition, Building a Foundation for Success: How Authorizers Can Help Schools with the Facilities Challenge, which examines the indirect and direct support that authorizers can provide to help charter schools obtain facilities financing. 

“Charter Schools Authorizers and Special Education Accountability.”  A special charter school edition of Counterpoint, features an article from NACSA on the important role of authorizers in helping ensure that the rights and responsibilities of both special education students and charter schools are protected.  This newspaper is widely circulated by NASDSE to special education teachers and administrators throughout the nation.  If you haven’t already done so, be sure to order your copy of NACSA’s new Reference Guide to Special Education Law for Charter School Authorizers. This resource seeks to bring clarity to key elements of federal special education law and regulation that should guide the authorizer’s oversight role in ensuring that charter schools are appropriately addressing the educational needs of students with disabilities.
Letter to the Editor – USA Today.  In case you missed it, the May 10 edition of USA Today featured NACSA’s response to an earlier opinion piece.  Our response (also available in its original unedited form) rebuts unfair anecdotal challenges to the charter school record.

US Charter School Web Dialogue.  Your own opportunity to share your viewpoint or pose a question to your peers awaits you online on June 7-10 at the uscharterschools.org website.  I will be participating as a panelist on Wednesday, June 9, to help lead discussions on the topic of charter school Resources & Relationships.

National Charter School Conference.  Several NACSA members, board and staff will be sharing their expertise as panelists during the two-day National Charter School Conference on June 16-18.  If you are attending the conference, we would like to know.  We are compiling information about authorizer-related sessions and other activities to share with participants in advance.  Please contact us so that we can be sure to include you in these communiqués and be on the look out for you in Miami.
NACSA’s Annual Conference – October 25-26, 2004.  Be sure to mark your calendars for our Annual Conference, to be held this year in Philadelphia, PA.  Registration information will be forthcoming by mid-summer and we will be asking for your input soon with an online survey that will help us plan session topics and speakers.

Improved Online Resources.  NACSA prides itself on being the “go to” source on the web for the charter school authorizer community, and one of our most popular resources keeps getting better and better. Check out more than 150 new or revised entries that have been posted to our Online Authorizer Resource Library in the last few months.
How Can We Help YOU?  We want to hear from you as to how we can serve you better.  Please know that we are available for consultations in a variety of areas.  To better understand the scope of NACSA’s activities, we invite you to download our capabilities brochure.

We hope to see many of you in Miami or to chat with you online next week.  Meanwhile, you have our continued thanks for your interest and support.

Best regards,

Mark Cannon

Executive Director

NACSA

